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BBC HOST: The forum on China-Africa Corporation comes to 
an end today.  Already the Chinese president, Xi Jinping, has 
offered $60 billion dollars of additional financing for the African 

continent — but who really benefits from the huge amounts of 
assistance offered to the continent?  I suggest we get an 

African viewpoint. In fact, we're going to speak to an American 
author. Robert Kuhn is an investment banker, China specialist, 
and a television host who is in Beijing. Robert, thank you for 
speaking to Newsday. Why do you think China is so interested 
in bringing all these African leaders here, talking about the 

money it's going to dish out.  What's in it for China?  
 
RLK:  Look, it's a remarkable event here. You often hear the 
Chinese leaders saying they attach “great importance to x, y or 
z”, but in terms of African relations, it is absolutely the case. 

China looks at Africa, combined with its own population 
together, as constituting 30 percent of the global population 
and a growing percentage of the world GDP.  Not only that, 
China obviously has natural resource interests in China, but it's 

broader than natural resources. It's a major commitment that 

China is making in general and President Xi Jinping is making 
in specific. I was here yesterday, I saw him speak, really quite 
a remarkable speech. He talked about eight major new 
initiatives and new thinking for a new era — these are some of 
the same things, but there's a greater intensity.  

 
 
 



 
 

RLK:  Here are the eight initiatives: industrial promotion, 
infrastructure connectivity, trade facilitation, green 
development, capacity building, healthcare, people to people 
exchanges, even peace and security. But what is particularly 
interesting is the sensitivity China is now having to African 

concerns about excessive debt and developing local industry as 
opposed to China just flooding the place with its very cheap, 
good quality products and preventing African industrialization. 

China is becoming sensitive to concerns voiced in Africa and 
also greatly in the West about what China is doing in Africa. 

But make no mistake: China is making a major commitment 
here. This is not window dressing. This is real. 
 
BBC HOST: But it’s not just economic, is it?  It’s also those 
votes in the UN Security Council.   

 
RLK:  Absolutely. China has very broad interest. Sometimes 
Chinese officials like to talk about the benefits to the host 
countries, and certainly there are. Nothing is more important 
than building infrastructure in developing countries. We all 

know that.  Roads, railways, ports, airports, energy, 
telecommunications — super important. But to claim that that 
China is just eleemosynary or charitable, that this is China's 
contribution to the world, well, maybe that's a tiny percent, but 
the big benefits are obviously for China.  Not only do Chinese 

companies do the construction, but China gets raw materials. 
It facilitates Chinese provinces, which are some of the less 
developed Chinese provinces, which are on the periphery — 
these poorer provinces can deal with the so-called Belt and 

Road countries. Belt and Road is China's great new initiative 

that President Xi Jinping put forth, and Africa is an important 
part. So China benefits from African projects, including 
politically — absolutely.  China works very hard. You have here 
are some 53 countries, I think out of 54 or something in Africa. 
(I may get that wrong by one or two.)  

 
 
 



 
 

RLK: Here you have the vast majority of the African continent 
with China and not with Taiwan. So, you cannot avoid the 
political considerations as well. China is very broad based in its 
thinking.  Sino-Africa cooperation certainly benefits African 
countries, but make no mistake, it benefits China greatly.  

 
BBC HOST:  And I want to ask, if you would, how do you think 
the US is viewing something like this? As a threat perhaps?  

 
RLK:  The US has been looking at China-Africa for a long time 

and I think it is increasingly concerned — and it's not just 
within the context of Africa, it's within the broader context of 
China-US competition, rivalry. China is moving, as the US has 
said, to be not just a competitor but a potential adversary. So, 
no matter where you look in the world, there is this potential 

competition and maybe even stronger than that — in Africa, 
this is certainly the case. China is way ahead in Africa. It has 
been there for literally for decades, but for the last, at least 10 
years, China has been in Africa very seriously. And President 
Xi, as I think he said yesterday, has visited Africa four times as 

president and nine times in his life — and he continues to make 
it a priority. The US wants to do things and sometimes what it 
can do is critique some of what China's doing. The critique is 
often correct. But China is not just static. China looks at the 
problems, the results, and then makes changes. And you saw 

that yesterday in President Xi's speech. I've never seen China 
so directly address a serious challenge to what it's doing than 
what President Xi did yesterday.  He started by talking about 
“Five No’s” before he talked about any of the positive 

initiatives. He talked about “Five No’s”: no interference with 

development paths; no interference in internal relations; no 
imposing one's [China’s] will on others; no attaching political 
conditions; no political self-interests, meaning on China's part, 
in investing and financing. And why does Xi do this? It’s 
because he is reacting to the criticisms. And so China is making 

changes and the US had better recognize that. 
 
BBC HOST:  Robert Kuhn coming to us live from Beijing. 


