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Host: We can speak now 
to Robert Lawrence 
Kuhn, who is a long-term 
advisor to China's 
leaders and now hosts a 
show on Chinese state 
TV. Hello to you, thanks 
very much for joining us. 
So, what is your 
impression of the way 
the authorities have 
handled these protests, 
which have been going 
on for seven weeks now?  
 
RLK: It's a complicated 
process. We see Beijing 
has been, hopefully, 
allowing the Hong Kong 
authorities to take full 
responsibility for the 
situation, which justifies 
'the one country, two 
systems' approach. But 
the continuing outcries 
and violence, as Beijing 
would look at it, is 
pushing Beijing to make 
other kinds of choices. 
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RLK: You can see 
it in the Chinese 
media. In fact, I'm 
talking to you 
from the Beijing 
airport — I’ve just 
spent several 
weeks here in 
Beijing. You 
definitely see a 
change in the 
Chinese media, 
which is 
characterizing the 
protests as 
violent, as 
extremists, as 
separatists, black 
hands, accusing 
the US of 
perpetuating it. So 
that's a definite 
turn. There's been 
hints that China 
would use military 
force to stop the 
riots, which they 
believe would be 
detrimental to 
Hong Kong. 
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RLK: One must understand 
the importance of Hong Kong 
to China. There are four 
reasons: two political, two 
economic. The two economic: 
one is that Hong Kong has 
been the window for 
economic development of 
China. That's less important 
today with the rise of 
Shanghai and Shenzhen and 
other cities. But what is 
extremely important is that 
Hong Kong is the linchpin of 
what's called the Greater Bay 
Area—Guangdong, Hong 
Kong, Macao Greater Bay Area 
— Integrated Economic Plan. 
Its GDP getting close to $2 
trillion. It would be almost in 
the top 10, if it were a 
separate country. And it's one 
of the big drivers of the future 
of China's economic 
transformation. So it's 
extremely important.  
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RLK: Politically, Hong Kong 
symbolizes the "one country, 
two systems" philosophy that 
Deng Xiaoping put forth that 
China would like to apply to 
Taiwan, and it represents 
China's soft power in the 
world. So these are serious 
issues. And so Beijing would 
much prefer to leave the 
authorities in Hong Kong to 
take care of it. But if the riots 
and violence hit a certain 
point that affect the stability 
of the city, then you will see 
China doing whatever it needs 
to do. It will do the absolute 
minimum it needs to do, but 
still maintain order and not 
let it get out of control. You 
don't see a lot of support here 
[for the protesters] ….  
 
Host: Okay—I'm terribly 
sorry, we've got to leave it 
there. But thank you very 
much for joining us. Robert 
Lawrence Kuhn. Let's very 
quickly speak to Joshua 
Wong, a prominent activist…. 

 

 
 

 




