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lutionary history,” he adds. 
Warren Bethune, the representa-

tive of Norman Bethune’s family, 
addressed a seminar held to launch 
the book via video. 

He encouraged people to follow in 
Norman Bethune’s footsteps and 
strengthen friendly and cooperative 
relations between Canada and Chi-
na to celebrate the 100th anniversa-
ry of the founding of the CPC.

“Throughout his 674 days and 
nights in China, from his journey to 
Yan’an and his time there, to Tangxi-
an county in Hebei province and 
along the Shanxi-Chahar-Hebei bor-
der region with Mao, military sol-
diers, medical staff, generals, 
missionaries, students and the Chi-
nese people, as Mao highlighted 
with three words, there was ‘great 
warm heartedness’,” Warren 
Bethune notes. 

“His (Norman Bethune’s) ‘think 
globally, act locally’ approach to life 
in Canada, Great Britain, the Unit-
ed States, Spain and China promot-
ed the need for international 
communication and cooperation,” 
he adds.

The book is expected to be pub-
lished in several countries, includ-
ing Romania, Laos, Turkey, Sri 
Lanka and India, in their local lan-
guages. 

“Since its founding in 1921, the 
Communist Party of China has 
received the support and help of 
many overseas people with lofty 
ideals. They come from various 
countries, regions, and industries, 
they are either young or old, and 
many of them have never left. They 
all regard China as an ideal place 
and spiritual home in their minds,” 
says Lu Cairong, deputy director of 
China International Publishing 
Group. 

“There are many international 
friends who, due to limited space, 
did not get a mention in the book, 
but they have already become 
important participants in China’s 
revolution, construction, and 
reform,” Lu adds. 

“Let’s celebrate the centennial of 
the Party with the publication of this 
book. We look forward to working 
with more international friends to 
make new and greater contribu-
tions to promoting foreign 
exchanges and cooperation between 
China and the world, safeguarding 
world peace, and promoting the 
construction of a community with a 
shared future for mankind,” he con-
cludes.

Contact the writer at 
heqi@chinadaily.com.cn

Chinese revolution. And it was the 
first time that the whole world got to 
know the important person that 
was Mao Zedong,” Madaro says. 

“This book is very important, not 
only for those friends of China, but 
to let the world, especially the 
younger generations, learn some of 
the important parts of China’s revo-

and writer, as well as one of the 
world’s foremost experts on China, 
says his favorite part of the book was 
the section dedicated to Snow.

“He went to Yan’an and Bao’an in 
the 1930s, where he met Mao Zed-
ong, Zhou Enlai, Liu Shaoqi and 
Deng Xiaoping, among others, for 
the first time — all the leaders of the 

within half a year, the writing pro-
cess was tense. Shan explains that 
being as vivid as possible and con-
veying emotion to the reader, while 
telling the stories of great deeds of 
the Party’s international friends was 
the biggest challenge for him.

Being invited to write for the 
book, Adriano Madaro, journalist 

ments over a century from a new 
perspective through their stories,” 
he adds.

According to Shan, all sources 
were collected from authoritative 
documents, including relevant biog-
raphies, memoirs, and commemo-
rative articles.

Although the book was finished 

I n the essay “In Memory of Nor-
man Bethune”, which was pub-
lished by Chairman Mao 
Zedong on Dec 21, 1939, he 

praised Doctor Bethune as a man 
who “is already noble-minded and 
pure, a man of moral integrity and 
above vulgar interest, a man who is 
of value to the people”.

The essay was written to mourn 
and commemorate Bethune, a great 
fighter for internationalism, a mem-
ber of the Communist Party of Cana-
da, and a well-known thoracic 
surgeon, who passed away at the age 
of 49 in 1939 after devoting nearly 
two years to assisting China’s war 
effort at the front line. 

Believing that he could be helpful, 
Bethune set out for China on Jan 8, 
1938, when Japanese imperialists 
were in the midst of a full-fledged 
invasion of China.

He first arrived at the Eighth 
Route Army’s office in Wuhan, 
where he was received by the man 
who would become New China’s 
first premier, Zhou Enlai, and soon 
left for Yan’an, where he would meet 
with Mao.

He set out on a rugged trip to the 
front line — the Communist Party of 
China’s Shanxi-Chahar-Hebei base 
— where, upon arrival, in single 
week, he gave health checkups to 
521 wounded soldiers. Over the 
course of the next four weeks, he 
performed 147 operations.

To improve efficiency, Bethune 
invented a folding operation table, 
which consisted of two connected 
wooden medicine boxes on horse-
back that could quickly and easily be 
set up, saving many lives of the 
Eighth Route Army. 

When Japanese troops launched 
a large-scale attack in October 1939, 
Bethune insisted on finishing the 
last surgery in the tents, which were 
located just 4.5 kilometers from the 
battle, during which he cut his mid-
dle finger. It was to prove an ulti-
mately fateful decision. 

On Nov 1, Bethune received a sol-
dier with erysipelas and cellulitis. In 
the course of treating the soldier, the 
cut in Bethune’s finger became 
infected by the deadly bacteria. He 
soon became seriously ill, passing 
away 11 days later. 

Today, 82 years after Bethune’s 
death, he remains a hero in China, 
one whose moving deeds have edu-
cated generations of Chinese, as well 
as being a lasting symbol of friend-
ship between the country and the 
Canadian people. 

It was not until the book Shared 
Ideals: The Communist Party of Chi-
na and its Cherished Friends from 
Around the World was published on 
July 23 in Beijing that readers from 
around the world better learned the 
historical details of these interna-
tional friends who fought alongside 
the Chinese.

Written by Shan Wei and co-pub-
lished by China International Pub-
lishing Group and Foreign 
Languages Press, the book, which 
has both a Chinese and an English 
version, compiles the stories of 18 
representative international friends 
of the CPC who have made out-
standing contributions to China 
during the past 100 years.

That includes famous American 
writer and journalist Edgar Snow, 
who wrote many reports from the 
front lines of the civil war and intro-
duced the CPC to the world, Ameri-
ca-born Arbas George Hatem, who 
served as a health consultant to the 
CPC’s Central Military Commission 
and later joined the CPC, as well as 
Indian doctor Dwarkanath Kotnis, 
who worked as a surgeon for the 
Eighth Route Army and then served 
as president of the Bethune Interna-
tional Peace Hospital.

“As we celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of the CPC’s founding, we 
should never forget that for 100 
years, many international friends 
have enthusiastically and selflessly 
helped the CPC and the Chinese 
people through their great spirit of 
internationalism,” says Shan, who is 
also the deputy director of the man-
uscript review department of the 
seventh research bureau of the Par-
ty’s History and Literature Research 
Center of the CPC Central Commit-
tee. 

“Their touching stories, life expe-
rience, and noble spirit have tran-
scended time and space. We will 
review the CPC’s long journey, its 
great changes, and brilliant achieve-

Booking their place in history
New publication celebrates the contribution of China’s cherished foreign friends over the past century, He Qi reports.

What They Say

Robert 
Lawrence Kuhn
Founder and 
chairman of 
Kuhn Founda-
tion, an expert 
on China and 
winner of the 
government’s 

Friendship Award, who has been 
associated with China for more than 
30 years and has traveled across 100 
cities. 

For the world to understand China, 
the world must understand the Par-
ty’s way of thinking.

President Xi Jinping states that the 
CPC should be governed by stan-
dardized rules and procedures that 
are open to public oversight. Only by 
adapting continuously, focusing on 
real-world issues, can the Party con-
struct a truly prosperous society that 
is sustainable.

The Party-led system involves 
effective feedback mechanisms, such 
as polling, to discern what people 
think, for example, about proposed 
new policies. So, even though there 
are no elections in the Western sense, 
there is a good deal of feedback from 
different constituencies. Another 
example is when officials are nominat-
ed to new positions, there is often a 
period of time for feedback from col-
leagues, subordinates and superiors. 

Moreover, the work reports of Par-
ty leadership at Party congresses 
every five years, and the work reports 
of the government at the National 
People’s Congress each year, reflect 
a great deal of input and suggestions 
from all relevant officials, experts 
and constituencies. These work 
reports are not just what top leader-
ship puts together for form and cere-
mony. No — they are drafted by 
many teams, and feedback and opin-
ions are solicited from numerous 
officials and experts; the documents 
circulate iteratively many times dur-
ing the six to eight months or more 

of the drafting period.
For those foreigners who marvel at 

how China contained COVID-19, with 
so few cases and deaths compared to 
other countries, I point out that the 
common root of China’s success in 
containing the contagious coronavi-
rus, and China winning the war to 
eradicate extreme poverty, is the 
CPC’s leadership and organizational 
capacity. 

All political parties, all political sys-
tems, have trade-offs, and while 
achieving national objectives is indeed 
an advantage of China’s Party-led sys-
tem, it is not the only criterion for eval-
uating systems. This is why continuing 
reform, opening up and system 
improvement are needed.

“It’s fair to say that we have 
achieved successes,” President Xi 
said. “Nevertheless we should have a 
cautious appraisal of our accomplish-
ments. We should never overestimate 
our accomplishments or indulge our-
selves in our achievements.” 

Danilo Turk
Slovenian diplo-
mat, professor 
of international 
law, human 
rights expert, 
and political fig-
ure who served 
as president of 

Slovenia from 2007 to 2012. 

This year the Communist Party of 
China celebrates its centennial. I con-
gratulate the CPC for the historic 
achievements and for the gigantic 
contribution that China — under the 
leadership of President Xi Jinping — is 
making to the progress of the world.

In the past seven decades, China 
was transformed from a predominant-
ly agricultural society into an industri-
al and post-industrial giant. The past 
four decades, the period known as the 
time of reform and opening-up has 
been particularly impressive. 

Extreme poverty was eliminated 

and standards of living have been 
improving. The development process 
of China has put people first, continu-
ously improving people’s livelihood 
and opening new avenues of 
progress. Today it has a leading role 
in the world.

About 20 years ago, I worked as 
assistant secretary-general of the 
United Nations and I have followed 
the development of China closely. 
The leaders of China told the United 
Nations that China will make a major 
contribution to the implementation 
of the global development goals, the 
United Nations Millennium Develop-
ment goals. 

And indeed China made a decisive 
contribution. 

In every meeting we, the officials of 
the United Nations, had with the 
leaders of China, we admired their 
commitment to results and to global 
progress. 

Progress of China has transformed 
the world.

William Brown 
William Brown 
was a young air-
man in the Unit-
ed States Air 
Force when he 
became inter-
ested in China. 
Driven by curi-

osity, he moved with his family to Xia-
men in 1988, where for three decades 
he has witnessed the changes since 
reform and opening-up began. He 
won the Touching China’s 2019 Per-
son of the Year award. 

The Chinese dream embodies the 
shared ideals — and all people share 
that same dream — of a peaceful and 
moderately prosperous life for their 
families and children. This is why 
people around the world admire Chi-
na for its consistency in fighting pov-
erty for 70 years, and not just at 
home, but abroad as well.

In 1994, our family drove 40,000 

kilometers around China in three 
months to see how reforms had 
affected life, even in remote areas of 
Inner Mongolia, Gansu, and Tibet. 
Some places were so poor that 
UNESCO said they were hopeless. But 
UNESCO was wrong. Thirty years ago, 
China’s strategy was “roads first, 
then riches”. 

This was simple and pragmatic, 
but as I found 25 years later, it was 
very effective.

In 2019, with the help of Xiamen 
University’s School of Management 
and New Channel International Edu-
cation Group, I drove around China 
again, but thanks to new roads it was 
only 20,000 km and 32 days. And 
even the people in supposedly hope-
less areas like Ningxia were prosper-
ing, with new homes and concrete 
roads right to their doorsteps. 

And in remote Tibetan valleys, the 
nomads prospered with e-commerce, 
thanks to the world’s most extensive 
internet system. 

And, as in the 1950s and 1960s, 
China continues to help other poor 
nations with the Belt and Road Initia-
tive — which is basically exporting 
China’s successful “roads first then 
riches” strategy.

My son Matthew and his wife, who 
do volunteer medical and social work 
in Africa, said that even the most 
remote areas have Chinese working 
hand in hand with Africans to build 
the roads, highways, dams and ports 
that will help them lift themselves 
from poverty. 

No wonder my African friends are so 
grateful to China, and the UN secre-
tary-general said in 2017 that the 
world’s only hope for ending poverty 
was China’s precise poverty alleviation.

Thank you, China, for allowing me 
to witness the Chinese dream ful-
filled, and I look forward to it becom-
ing the world’s Dream as well — 
peace and moderate prosperity 
shared by all peoples.

He qi

Editor’s note: Launch of the new book raises a further discussion by experts and scholars from different countries in various fields revolving 
around the development of the Communist Party of China and the promotion of world progress by mutual help and assistance of shared ideals 
between China and the rest of the world. The following are excerpts of their speeches made at a forum related to the book launch.

From left: Lu Cairong, deputy director of China International Publishing Group; Du Zhan-
yuan, director of China International Publishing Group; Wu Xu, director of Overseas Pro-
motion Bureau of the Publicity Department of the CPC Central Committee; and Eric Foster, 
nephew of Helen Foster Snow, launch the book together in Beijing on July 23.
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This book is very 
important, not only 
for those friends of 
China, but to let the 
world, especially the 
younger generations, 
learn some of the 
important parts of 
China’s revolutionary 
history.”
Adriano Madaro, journalist and 
writer


