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China Reform Friendship Medal Recipient: RELATED STORIES
Robert Lawrence Kuhn, watching the real
China and telling its true story

Share &) (2

Kuhn's reflections: On 40 years of reform
opening-up

® 2018-12-18 00:31 GMT+8

R. L. Kuhn analyzes China’s new contradi
and its road to 2050

China commemorated the 40th anniversary of its reform and opening-up with a grand © 2018-01-22 21:09 GMT+8
conference in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on December 18, 2018.

During the celebratory event, President Xi Jinping and other Chinese leaders presented
10 foreigners with the “China Reform Friendship Medal,” China's highest award.

The medal honors those who have helped China throughout the country's historic, four-
decade transformation. Of the 10 foreigners selected, five are living. Robert Lawrence
Kuhn, “an international friend who tells the story of contemporary China to the world,” is
one of two Americans awarded.

Kuhn, born in New York, with a doctorate in brain research (UCLA) and an MBA (MIT), Pragmatism heralds China’s century
first came to China in 1989, and since then he has worked with China's senior leaders
and advised the Chinese government. O 2018-12-03 20:52 GMT+8
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CNN

Wuhan Coronavirus - pr. Li Wenjiang
Robert Lawrence Kuhn, February 7, 2020



CNBC - cClosing Bell

Coronavirus - China’s Mobilization
Robert Lawrence Kuhn, February 19, 2020
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70" Anniversary of the PRC

Accomplishments and Challenges
Robert Lawrence Kuhn, October 1, 2019



Interview: Renowned observer highlights
two "historic transformations” in
China's 70-year development

NEW YORK, Sept. 30 (Xinhua) -- China has made two "equally important
historic transformations” in the past 70 years alongside its remarkable
economic development, said a leading U.S. expert on the Asian country.

The significant changes are China's "pro-active engagement"” with the world
community and its "remarkable success in poverty alleviation," Chairman of
the Kuhn Foundation Robert Kuhn told Xinhua in a recent interview.

"What is especially striking is the scope of China's transformations," said
Kuhn, who has visited China for over 200 times in the past 30 years and
was awarded China Reform Friendship Medal in December 2018.

"There was a time when China was a closed society, eschewing engagement
with the world," he said. "Today, China is a champion of globalization and a
bulwark of international stability through global governance."

What China exports are infrastructure expertise and development
opportunities via the Belt and Road Initiative and support for the global
commons through peacekeeping operations and leadership on climate
efforts, he said.

"There was also a time when a significant percentage of the world's abject
poor were living in China," said Kuhn. "China has brought over 750 million



CNN - Quest Means Business

US Tariffs, Trade Negotiations, Hong Kong
Robert Lawrence Kuhn, June 14, 2019
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Hong Kong Protests, China Importance
Robert Lawrence Kuhn, July 27, 2019



CNN - Today

Hong Kong Protests, China Meaning
Robert Lawrence Kuhn, August 12, 2019
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Hong Kong Protests, China Response
Robert Lawrence Kuhn, August 18, 2019
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Power with purpose

Robert Lawrence Kuhn explains why abolishing presidential term limits may well be good for China

o interview delegates

and officials at the

annual National Peo-

ple’s Congress in Bei-

jing, interspersed with
being interviewed in the interna-
tional media about China abol-
ishing term limits for its president,
is to inhabit parallel universes.

Delegates and officials focus
on clusters of issues from control-
ling financial risk and reducing
pollution to scientific innovation
and business stimulation, plus
enhancing and institutionalising
China’s anti-corruption cam-
paign with a powerful National
Supervision Commission. The
international media, no surprise,
focus on the constitutional
amendment ending term limits,
assuming PresidentXiJinping will
now serve in a for-life dictator-
ship, reminiscent of Mao’s China,
the Soviet Union, the Kim family
in North Korea and some African
countries.

It is no challenge to explain
why abolishing term limits is bad
for China — dependency on one
human being who is not omni-
scient but is hostage to fortune,
fewer and weaker checks and
balances, forced conformity in a
complex society with no easy an-
swers, etc. The system begins
stronger in that hard choices can
be made and consistency main-
tained, butit could become brittle
in that officials are more wary and
may say things they do not
believe.

Itis a challenge to explain why
abolishing term limits is good for
China, so that’'s what I'will do.

First, some background. There
are three separate issues being
conflated: the significance of end-
ing term limits, the intended con-
sequences and the unintended
consequences. Though terminat-
ing the two-term limit for China’s
presidency captures headlines, it
is more the symbolic, final step
ratifying Xi’s near-absolute power
than the big breakthrough itself.

Many expect this
experiment to
end badly for
China. Itis
indeed an
experiment but
its end is not set

Xi’s prior designation as “core” of
the Communist Party in October
2016 and the inscribing of “Xi
Jinping Thought...” into the party
constitutionin October 2017 were
more meaningful.

Moreover, the Politburo
Standing Commiittee, the highest
authoritative body in China,
unambiguously supports Xi.
China watchers see the front page
of People’s Daily - published the
day after the new Standing Com-
mittee marched out on stage —
which featured Xi’s photo on top,
many times larger than the small-
er, subservient photo of all seven
memberslined up on the bottom.

All this reconfirms that, in a
system where the party controls
the state — especially where the
party is Marxist and ideology is its
basis for being—Xi, as core of the
party, with his name inscribed in
the constitutions of party and
state as the contemporary arbiter
of Marxism, will be the uncontest-
ed, overarching leader of China
for therest of his sentient life.

For intended consequences,
the official line is that the purpose
is national cohesion brought
about when the three top leader-
ship positions — general secretary
of the party, chairman of the Cen-
tral Military Commission and
president of the republic — are
aligned temporally and held by a
single person.

This makes sense, but as a
primary, proximal motivation, itis
not entirely persuasive. The
current structure has existed for
decades without outcry or angst
(not to mention that the three po-
sitions could be unified by install-
ing term limits on the other two).

The “newera”, marked by eco-
nomic, social and global com-
plexities, is said to require firm
and consistent leadership, mak-
ing moot inner party struggles
and even mitigating political gos-
sip, facilitating focus on the tasks
of governance and development.
Specifically, because advancing

reform hasbecome more difficult,
with entrenched interest groups
resisting change, the message
must now go forth that all must
get with the programme, because
you can’t outwit or outwait Xi.

Because, it is said that only Xi
has the vision, experience, com-
petence and character to bring
about “the great rejuvenation of
the Chinese people”, especially
from 2020 to 2035 and ultimately
to 2050 —bringing China to global
centre stage — Xi's unimpeded
leadership is deemed essential.
China cannot afford “downtime”
to accommodate a change of
leadership, and after Xi’s success
at the 19th National Party Con-
gress came the time to make clear
that he will call the shots for the
foreseeable future.

Some argue that doing away
with term limits shows the superi-
ority of the Chinese system as it
allows flexibility in matching
leadership to requirements
(though what national leader,
when extending his reach, hasnot
claimed “current requirements”
asjustification?).

The party-run Global Times
stated that ending term limits
doesnotmean Chinahasreverted
to president-for-life tenure. (But
who can deny that however long
Xi holds the top positions seems
largely up to him?)

As for the unintended conse-
quences, the almost unanimous,
disparaging foreign reaction —
other than US President Donald
Trump’s—did notburnish China’s
international image.

More worrisome would be a
reluctance by officials to offer
constructive opposing views on
central policies.

By stressing term limits, the
international media misses
fundamental changes going on in
China - this year, innovation,
streamlining of government, faci-
litation of business (cutting
bureaucracy and reducing taxes),
rural revitalisation and rural land

<A .|||'|.-l'l-'i'"|-iI

reform. The 13th National Peo-
ple’s Congress shows how the
grand vision and mission of the
19th National Party Congress is
translated into specific strategies
and policies. If one sees only term
limits, one cannotvisualise the big
picture.

AsforXimaintaining the presi-
dencyperpetually, it doesn’tactu-
ally matter much —this is the deep
insight of how China’s party-state
system works. Xi as core of the
party and “Xi Jinping Thought...”
asthe party’s (and now the state’s)
guiding principle means that Xi
can transfer titular party leader-
shipand/or the presidency to oth-
ers and still maintain his
overarching power. It may well be
that, after serving two or even
three more terms, rather than try-
ing to find and install another
leader like himself, he willmove to
bring about true democracy with-
in the party.

Here’s the best case. Xi will not
be leader-for-life, but leader long
enough to bring about China’s
national rejuvenation and estab-
lish a Chinese kind of democratic
norms. Could Xi continue until
around 2035, when China plans to
have “basically” achieved full mo-
dernisation, heading towards, by
mid-century, 2050, a “great mod-
ern socialist country”?

Many expect this experiment
to end badly for China. Itisindeed
an experiment but its end is not
set. It may be a race between
achieving Xi’s grand vision and
some untoward perturbation that
could cause fracture.

Allfactors considered, Ilam not
saying abolishing term limits is
absolutely good for China. I am
saying it may be good —because of
China’s special conditions and
Xi’s special capabilities—but if it is
good, it'sjust for thisonce, and it’s
just for so long. That’s the best
case. I'mrooting for Xi.

Robert Lawrence Kuhn is a public
intellectual, international corporate
strategist and investment banker, and
China expert/commentator. He is the
author of How China’s Leaders Think

What the Western belt and road sceptics are missing

Wenshan Jia says there are opportunities for the whole world to benefit from China’s initiative

hina’s “Belt and Road Initiative”is

an original plan to carry out anew

type of “collaborative globalisation”
above and beyond US-led type. It was
proposed five years ago by President Xi
Jinping after the tapering off of US-led
globalisation in 2008.

Xi offered three principles: mutual
consultation, joint construction and
shared benefits. China has since then fully
executed 101 agreements with 86
countries, and total investment in the 24
countries along the belt and road regions
has amounted to US$50 billion, resulting
in 75 industrial and trade zones, and
200,000 jobs.

With its focus on infrastructure, the
initiative is amodel not only for developing
countries, butalso industrialised ones in
Europe and North America, where ageing
infrastructure needs replacing. It also
adapts to each local, national or regional
condition, situation and need. Itis proving
very democratic, more so than the
lopsided US-led globalisation that spurred
apopulist, isolationist backlash across the
Western world.

China has done a proper job of
explaining to the West what the initiative is
and extended a sincere invitation to each

country to join. Many think tank scholars
and major media outlets in the West have
found it potentially lucrative and
expressed relatively strong support.

Yet, instead of appreciating China’s
efforts to both inherit the liberal agenda of
globalisation and forge a new path for
global development, many Western
political elite, led by the US, have started a
campaign to resist the initiative. From
Australia to the US, and the UK to
Germany, there are calls for the West to cut
interactions with China to minimise or
resistits so-called “sharp power”. The
labels typically applied to China include
“authoritarian” and “predatory”, citing
Beijing for not upholding “freedom,
democracy and individual rights”, the core
values of the West.

This attitude towards the initiative
reveals not only a contradiction in the
Western mind, but also the narrowing or
even closing of minds.

Isn’tit beneficial to meet the goals of
forging connectivity and cooperation, as
articulated in Xi’s effort to enrich and
expand the meaning of the “free world” by
liberating humankind from geographical,
financial, political and cultural barriers?
The world is no longer the West versus the

rest, as we already live in a world
connected by the internet. The initiative
seeks to make the world more
interconnected for both the West and the
rest, contributing to the construction of a
human community with a shared future.

Recently, the initiative has inspired and
spawned a push for localisation,
particularly the Indo-Pacific strategyled by
the so-called “Quad” of the US, India,
Japan and Australia. Some Western media
view it as arival or alternative to China’s
beltand road.

ButIwould argue that it can be part of
China’s initiative aslong as the three
Chinese principles (mutual consultation,

The anti-China smear
campaign must be
replaced by a
discourse involving
consultation and
communication

joint construction and shared benefits) are
observed in the Quad strategy. The belt
and road was created to be an all-inclusive
platform, so Beijing has no need to fear
localisation aslong as such strategies do
not seek to contain China or disrupt its
plan. It would be wise for the Quad and
China tolook for ways to collaborate.

Quad countries need not take an
antagonistic stance towards China; the
anti-China smear campaign must be
replaced by a discourse involving
consultation and communication. The
world has experienced more than enough
damaging talk, not to mention wars.

The core principles of Xi's belt and road
strategy must be always applied in China’s
interactions with local strategies. If China
is, as German Foreign Minister Sigmar
Gabriel told the Munich Security
Conference in February, “the only country
in the world with any sort of genuinely
global, geostrategic concept”, then
Western leaders should cultivate a
genuinely global strategy in line with
China’s vision, for the betterment of all
humankind.

Wenshan Jia, PhD, is a professor in the
School of Communication, at Chapman
University (California) and a research fellow
at the National Academy of Development
and Strategy, Renmin University of China

Private clubs
deserve ‘cushy’
rental deals

Edith Terry says private recreational
clubs are part of Hong Kong’s
heritage and have contributed to
nurturing less popular sports, as
well as a unique hybrid culture

first job, went in search of a social group. He found a

home away from home in Hong Kong’s oldest
private recreational club, newly relocated from a prime
location on Victoria Harbour, where City Hall is today,
to amodest flagstone boathouse beneath Island Road
on Hong Kong's south side. Fifty-five years later, Frank
Pfeiffer, a Zen Buddhist and mountain climber, is still
an active member of the Victoria Recreation Club,
established in 1849. He has watched it ring the changes
from Hong Kong'’s colonial society in the 1960s, when it
had only two Chinese members and no female
members, to the hybrid institution it is today, under its
first Hong Kong Chinese chairman, Wu Kam Shing.

Its membership is a spectrum of Hong Kong'’s
diverse and athletically minded middle class. There is
the Hong Kong Chinese court reporter who visits the
club in Deep Water Bay every morning at 6am on her
way from home in Ap Lei Chau to her workplace in Sha
Tin. There are her fellow swimmers, many elderly, who
swim out to the buoys, rain or shine, hot or cold, every
day. Some 100-150 “paddlers” use the club as a base for
outrigger canoeing, dragon boating and paddle
boarding. Some of the sports were unknown to Hong
Kongbefore the club nurtured them, others, like
dragon boating, are deeply traditional.

In the current debate over the future of the 67
private recreational clubs that pay minimal rents to the
government, history has been swept aside. True, they
were designed on a colonial template, in which the
diverse ethnic groups were given separate retreats.
Membership at the pinnacle clubs was reserved
primarily for the British. For other ethnic groups, there
was a Chinese Recreation Club, a Club de Recreio, a
Filipino Club, an Indian Recreation Club, and so on.

HongKong's colonial rulers reviewed the lease
system for the private clubs in 1968 and 1979, and in
the run-up to the handover in 1997 when leases were
restricted to 15-year terms. At the handover, anumber
ofleases were extended to ensure a so-called smooth
transition. The sceptic would argue that this was a
dodge, and indeed, in 2011, during the first post-1997
review of private recreational leases by the Legislative
Council, most of the clubs seemed oblivious to public
concerns as well as new requirements for “opening up”

The government argued
that subsidies were
needed because use of land
for sports and recreation
would never trump
commercial utilisation

I n 1964, ayoung German, fresh off the plane at his

to schools and community organisations. Following
thelastwell-publicised review in 2013 and the current
investigation seeking new venues for public housing,
theyare no longer complacent.

Should the private clubs have got their cushy rental
deals in the first place? At the time of the reviews 50
years ago, the government argued that subsidies were
needed because use of land for sports and recreation
would never trump commercial utilisation. What was
true then is even more so today. The high cost ofland in
HongKongis adrag on innovation and creativity. The
existence of the private recreational clubs means it has
beenless of a drag on sports.

Most of the clubs with government leases are
framed around core sports—golf, tennis, horse racing,
swimming, sailing and rowing, to name a few. Hong
Kong athletes whose development was supported by
these clubs have gone to the Olympics and other
international competitions. In the 1940s, the Victoria
Recreation Club was the driving force behind Hong
Kong's participation in the International Olympic
Committee and the Hong Kong Sports Federation.

Public pressure on the clubs to forge community
ties and contribute to Hong Kong through “opening
up” schemes is appropriate—but not the pressure to
convert theirland to high-rise estates. The loss is not
only to the core sports they represent but also to their
unique DNA, which is the foundation of Hong Kong—
diverse, cosmopolitan and adventurous. If you want to
look for a Hong Kong that is not just about money, one
place tolookis here.

Edith Terry is the honorary secretary of the Victoria
Recreation Club. She writes in a personal capacity

Stand-up paddlers participate in an event held at the
Victoria Recreation Club. Photo: Jonathan Wong
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Core strength

Robert Lawrence Kuhn says those who see China’s designation of Xi Jinping as core leader to be a variation
of strongman rule misunderstand its significance for a people navigating their way through huge challenges

en, at a recent

party plenum,

President Xi Jin-

ping (&%) was

designated as

“core” of the Communist Party’s

Central Committee, some Western

media were quick to condemn the

rise of a new “strongman”. While

recognising the significance of Xi as

the core was correct, conjuring up

visions of an emerging dictator was
not.

I recalled my meeting with Xi
years earlier, when he was still party
secretary of Zhejiang (#7'T) prov-
ince. Even then he was criticising
“empty talk” and advising, “We
should never overestimate our
accomplishments or indulge our-
selves in our achievements”.

I took note of how Xi stressed,
“We need to assess ourselves objec-
tively”. Hardly, in retrospect, the
ruminations of a gestating dictator.

To understand whyXi isnow the
core, one must appreciate the
complex challenges of our times.
China is now facing multiple chal-
lenges: domestically - slow growth,
industrial overcapacity, endemic
pollution, imbalanced develop-
ment, income disparity, social
injustice, social service demands;
and, internationally—wars, regional
conflicts, sluggish economies, vola-
tile markets, trade protectionism,
ethnic clashes, terrorism, geopoliti-
cal rivalries, and territorial disputes
in the South and East China seas.

Most critically, because China
must deepen its reforms to achieve
its oft-promised goal of a “moder-
ately prosperous society” by 2020,
the resistance of entrenched inter-
estgroups must be overcome. More
subtly, there is what some call a
pervasive “soft resistance” — local
officials who do not do theirjob and
economic elites who migrate.

If reform had been progressing
smoothly, then why strengthen
central authority by investing Xi
with the status of core leader? Xi has
encountered obstacles; if there
were no obstacles, there would be
no need for a core leader.

I have been speaking to party
officials and theorists about Xi as
core leader. In fact, the necessity of
having a leadership core to main-
tain stability and expedite reform is
the first and foremost of what I
found to be four factors relating to
Xi’s elevation.

A second factor is that not only
does Xi have the responsibility for
China’s transformation, he is also
accountable for it. Moreover, he has
shown courage in confronting and
dismantling a vast, corrupt system
of bribery, patronage and illicit
wealth accretion.

Athird factoris thatXias the core
does not end, and even may not di-
minish, the cardinal principle of

Xi Jinping as

core leader is
more aratification
of reality than

a shift of
fundamentals

i il
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“democratic centralism”. The party
bolsters each of the concepts:
encouraging the democratic solici-
tation of input and feedback from
members, lower-ranked officials,
and the public; and strengthening
centralism through Xi’s leadership
of the principal levers of power (his
positions as party general secretary,
head of state, chairman of the
Central Military Commission, and
head of the “leading groups” on
reform, national security and inter-
netsecurity).

A fourth factor is that a core is
required to manage the party more
strictly and thereby give members
and the public more confidence.
Witness Xi’s relentless and unprec-
edented anti-corruption campaign,
which is altering how government
officials and industry managers
work and even think. Let no one
assume that Xi’s battle against
corruption has been risk-free.

Significantly, these four factors
undergirding Xi as the core leader
map onto his overarching political
framework, his strategic blueprint
called “The Four Comprehensives”
—amoderately prosperous society,
reform, rule of law, party discipline.

Xi’s core status arises, we're told,
through the collective will of the
party and the people. Becoming
party core is not an automatic
consequence of being general sec-
retary; a core leader must fit the
times and the status must be
earned.

Speaking at a press conference
following the 18th Central Commit-
tee’s sixth plenum last month,
Huang Kunming (551]), executive
vice-minister of the committee’s
Publicity Department, said that the
“central and local departments as
well as the military all expressed
their support” for Xi’s position as
party core, adding that this decision

— -

—

was “based on the valuable experi-
ence of the party and we feel keenly
aboutit”.

Huang explained that “a core is
needed to ensure that the party will
be the governing party”, describing
it as significant for upholding the
Central Committee’s authority and
maintaining the central, unified
leadership of the party and for its
“staying true to its mission”.

Therefore, party theorists
explain, Xi as core leader is more a
ratification of reality than a shift of
fundamentals.

What does Xi as core mean in a
historical context? It was Deng
Xiaoping (8//\'F) who introduced
the concept when he designated
Jiang Zemin (‘L) as “core of the
third generation” of central leaders,
bolstering Jiang’s stature following
his unexpected appointment as
party leader in 1989. At the time,
China was facing the dual impedi-
ments of economic stagnation and
social uncertainty at home, and
economic quarantine and diplo-
matic isolation abroad. As Deng
pointed out: “Any leading group
should have a core; a leadership
with no core is unreliable.”

Only then did Deng retrospec-
tively apply the novel term to Mao
Zedong (E7#H) and to himself, as
core of the first and second gener-
ations, respectively. (Of course,
Mao was so utterly dominant that
calling him core during his lifetime
would have seemed a demotion.
Deng remained core even when he
no longer held any official position.)

Today’s world is more complex.
China faces threats at home and
abroad. Volatility grows and uncer-
tainty abounds - the Middle East
and Donald Trump are offered as
evidence. The need to secure
China’s stability is more essential
than ever, and thus to strengthen

Xi’s authority is a primary reason,
I'm told, for designating Xi as core
leader. Party theorists say China
“urgently” requires a political nucl-
eus that is sophisticated and
nuanced, attuned to contemporary
times. Though conditions now
differ from those in 1989, Deng’s
admonition rings timelessly true.

However, that a core leader is
needed now does not mean one will
always be needed. When China
becomes a fullymodernised nation,
perhaps by mid-century, condi-
tions may change again.

True loyalty is
telling leadership
in private what
one really
believes is in their
best interests

T hear frequently of the “painful
lessons of China’s century of blood
and tears” and that for China not to
have a tested and authoritative
leadership core would be “unthink-
able”. Party inner talk says “Xi
Jinping has passed the test of the
people” to be China’s political core,
leadership core, and a core of the
times.

Chinese scholars argue that
“core” is a unique characteristic of
Chinese political theory — however
inapplicable (even inexplicable) in
Western political theory. They call
Western concerns that Xi as core
leader means that “a new emperor
is born” wildly unfounded, even
paranoic. In feudal society, the
emperor ruled unconditionally

with arbitrary imperial power, and
insuch a “command-obey” system,
goes the argument, there is simply
no need foracore.

Rather, given today’s party polit-
ical structure, the concept of a core
both strengthens cohesion and
serves to prevent a personality cult,
not to promote one. Having a core
means acknowledging that the
party system is not the “emperor
system” —absolute powerisrejected
—and that the optimum system, at
least for the foreseeable future, is a
combination of concentrated cen-
tralism and democratic collective
leadership.

Corroborating this functional
balance, in the communiqué issued
following the sixth plenum, the
“collective leadership system” is
reconfirmed. It states: “The imple-
mentation of collective leadership
and personal division oflabouris an
important component of demo-
cratic centralism and must always
be adhered to.” And it stresses: “Any
organisation or individual shall,
under any circumstance, not be
allowed to violate this system for
anyreason.” The three “any’s” seem
no accident.

Some analysts see contradic-
tions. On the one hand, the
communiqué calls for democracy
and constructive criticism internal-
ly within the party. On the other,
disobeying the central leadership is
forbidden, backed by vigilant
supervision and tough discipline.

Yet to read these statements as
contradictory is to misunderstand
whatis happening here. Xi appreci-
ates the complex and arduous tasks
that lie ahead. He told me so a
decade ago, and it is obviously truer
today than it was then. The state-
ments are harmonised, first, by the
party’s motivation to seek optimum
policies for the country,and second,
by keeping most of the divergent
views internal.

True loyalty is telling leadership
in private what one really believes is
intheirbestinterests, not pandering
and fawning by repeating what one
thinks leadership wants to hear.
Though there are concerns, no one
here worries that Xi will become
Mao.

China is now the world’s largest
trading nation and its second-larg-
esteconomy. China’s diplomacy is
expanding and its military is grow-
ing. Fromits Beltand Road initiative
building infrastructure and facili-
tating trade in over 60 developing
countries to its leading role in the
UN peacekeepingforces, China, the
“Middle Kingdom”, is involved in
every meaningful matter ofinterna-
tional affairs.

So, what kind of China do we
want? Certainly not one with weak
central leadership and fragmented
citadels of power. With its huge and
imbalanced population, and its
diverse culture and traditions,
China today requires a leader with
sufficient strength and prestige to
secure social stability, drive eco-
nomic reform, and guide it in being
a responsible world power. Xi as
core leader should be good for
China and, thus, for the world.

Robert Lawrence Kuhn is a public
intellectual, political/economics
commentator, and an international
corporate strategist. He spoke at the
launch ceremony of President Xi
Jinping’s book, The Governance of
China, and is the host of Closer to
Chinawith R. L. Kuhn, a weekly show
on CCTV News produced by Adam Zhu

Bring down the curtain on this idiotic political drama

feel you. It's draining, to say the

least, especially when the
melodrama in Hong Kong is
dragging out; it has become
downright dreadful when we know
there is no respite in sight.

Wewere supposed to have a
briefbreak after last September’s
Legislative Council polls, before the
next big event. Even though alarge
number of people will be unable to
castavotein the Election
Committee subsector elections,
less than a month away, and in the
chief executive election, scheduled
for late March next year, the city
should by now be focusing on
what’s ahead.

But, thanks to the two recently
disqualified lawmakers, who lacked
the necessary knowledge, ability
and respect for oath-taking, our
(albeit dysfunctional) legislature
has basically been shut down for a
month. The ugly politics that
should have been insulated within

I fyou're tired of all the politics, T

Alice Wu has had enough of the brouhaha over the
oath-taking by two lawmakers. Now that they’ve
been disqualified, HK must focus on battles ahead

the chamber once again spilled out
onto our streets.

And what should have been
decided and concluded on
September 4 is now dragging on
indefinitely, with two or possibly
more by-elections added to the
election overload.

Hell-raising politics is not going
away any time soon, but the sheer
stupidity of the localist pair’s
actionsreally is one for the books—
Macbeth, infact:

Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and
tomorrow, / Creeps in this petty pace
fromday to day,

To the last syllable of recorded
time, / And all our yesterdays have
lighted fools

The way to dusty death. Out, out,

briefcandle!/ Life’s but a walking
shadow, a poor player

That struts and frets his hour
upon the stage/And then is heard
nomore. Itisatale

Told by an idiot, full of sound
and fury, / Signifying nothing.

Theywere indeed full of sound
and fury, and they did nothing for
the common good.

What they did opened the door
for aninvitation to the courts to
intervene. What they did presented
an opportunity for an
interpretation of the Basic Law by
the National People’s Congress
Standing Commiittee.

What they did, ultimately, may
well become the precedent for
other legislators to be similarly

barred. And thatis why the duo’s
pledge to spend every penny—and
lest we forget, this also means the
mounting cost to the public purse—
to “appeal atall costs” is beyond
rich, coming from them.

Clearly, they have yet to wrap
their heads around the concept of
“personal responsibility”. Sixtus
Baggio Leung Chung-hangis
wrong in believing that their
disqualification from Legco
rendered the election meaningless.
They have no one but themselves
to blame for their defenestration. It
is they who made the election
meaningless.

And, to add insult to the grave
injury they brought on the rest of
us, they are asking for donations. At
some point—ifwe’re not there
already—we must take serious
offence to be taken as fools, again
and again. The curtain must now
be drawn on this overly played-out
second act.

The irony may be lost on the

pair butit’s pretty obvious who has
been played for total fools. In case
they haven’tnoticed, the
lawmakers who served as the duo’s
chaperones have stopped
babysitting them because there is
no value in being their keepers any
more. Escorting the duo’s Legco
gate-crashing attempts served their
purpose: to usher the two straight
to their political end, and the votes
the two rendered meaningless are
now political spoils.

The two took the toxic brew and
there will be no stay of execution
that could stop those ready to
contest their seats.

We must fight our political
fatigue. We can ill afford to be
distracted by those who
continuously try to foolishly make
their own stupid mistakes our
collective problem.

Alice Wu is a political consultant and
aformer associate director of the
Asia Pacific Media Network at UCLA

> CONTACT US: Agree or disagree with the opinions on this page? Write to us at letters@scmp.com. If you have an idea for an opinion article, email it to oped@scmp.com

The basic law
of unintended
consequences

Mike Rowse says the continuing
political tussles in HK illustrate the
pain of being caught in a cycle of
actions and reactions, and we must
address the root cause of the grievances

the Basic Law and the rule of law, and their

interaction. Perhaps neglected in the process has
been a different but relevant concept: the law of
unintended consequences, whereby an action gives
rise to outcomes unforeseen by the instigator.

HongKong's tortuous path towards political reform
isa casein point. The first reference to the idea of
universal suffrage for selection of the chief executive
comes in Article 45 of the Basic Law, promulgated back
in 1990. Looking towards 1997, its purpose was to
reassure. Naturally, attention turned to the subjectin
the early part of this century. While people understood
that the move towards universal suffrage had to be in
accordance with the “principle of gradual and orderly
progress”, the reform package put forward in 2014 was
widely perceived as disappointing; the plan to stick
with an unrepresentative nominating committee
deciding who could enter the race was unpalatable.

The State Council’s white paper on the governance
of Hong Kong, intended to set things straight, only
stirred things up and led to the Occupy Central
protests. The government let the action linger, hoping
public anger would pay dividends in the 2016
Legislative Council election. While the 79 days of
disruption did bring the protesters momentary
opprobrium, memories quickly faded. In the election,
the pro-government share of the vote actually fell, and
the attack on the idea of independence led directly to a
near 20 per cent share of the vote for alocalist faction.
This was surely not the objective.

Now the government is trying to overturn the
election outcome. The practice of banning some
potential candidates from standing, then using all
means athand to unseat some of those elected, isa
tactic more usually associated with third-world
countries following a military coup.

Has something been lost in
translation here? Perhaps
we need an interpretation
of the interpretation

In the short term, the judicial review sought by the
chief executive against the decision by Legco president
Andrew Leung Kwan-yuen to give Sixtus Baggio Leung
Chung-hang and Yau Wai-ching another opportunity
to take the oath has been successful. Mr Justice
Thomas Au Hing-cheung ruled in the High Court that
their oaths were invalid, they should not be given a
second chance and their positions should immediately
be vacated. Many observers thought he might decline
torule atall, and simply refer the matter back to the
Legco president. The problem with one arm of the
administration delving too deeply into the processes of
another is that it inevitably generates more requests to
do so. And, sure enough, we now have legal challenges
against more legislators, plus a challenge against the
chief executive himself.

Given that, in the past, other Legco members who
had politicised their swearing-in and then done it
properly second time round were permitted to take up
their seats, did Leung and Yau have a “legitimate
expectation” that they would enjoy similar treatment?
The Legco president certainly thought so, hence his
original ruling. Now it s for a higher court to decide.

Meanwhile, the National People’s Congress
Standing Committee has sought to clarify Article 104 of
the Basic Law, which requires all people concerned to
“swear to uphold the Basic Law of the Hong Kong
special administrative region of the People’s Republic
of China and swear allegiance” to it. But the
interpretation is different: it talks of “alegal pledge ... to
the People’s Republic of China and its Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region” (emphasis added). Has
somethingbeenlost in translation here? Perhaps we
need an interpretation of the interpretation.

If, at the end of the day, there are two (or more)
vacant Legco seats, then we are in by-election territory.
Idon’t think the people are fooled for one minute
about what is going on. In each constituency, an
impeccable opposition candidate will stand, win a
majority, and take the oath impeccably. Unfortunately,
this tragedy - or farce — will continue until the
government starts to address the underlying
grievances over the lack of meaningful political reform
instead of justhammering the symptoms, which
generates new grievances in the process.

r I Yhere has been a considerable focus recently on

Mike Rowse is the CEO of Treloar Enterprises and an
adjunct professor at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.
mike@rowse.com.hk

Avyellow umbrella, a symbol of the Occupy movement,
is used in a recent protest against Beijing. Photo: Reuters
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Calling all hands

Robert Lawrence Kuhn says Beijing’s ability to contain the coronavirus should not be doubted

take it seriously when the Standing

Committee of the Politburo of the

Communist Party of China, the

nation’s highest authority, calls the

novel coronavirus pneumonia
epidemic “a major test of China's system
and capacity for governance” —a phrase of
such significance that in my 30-plus years
of watching the country, I do notrecall the
like.

LetmeexplainwhyIam confident—-why
the world should be confident - that China
will overcome the epidemic. I offer three
reasons: commitment, competence, and
readiness to change and improve.

China’s commitment to fight the
coronavirus — which causes the disease
now officially known as Covid-19-is exem-
plified by the country’s astonishing mobil-
isation to stop its spread. The government
isissuingstrict and resolute directives.

Taoran Notes, a WeChat account linked
to the central government, put it this way:
“Concentrated treatment and quarantine,
if notimplemented effectively, is at best a
dereliction of duty, at worst a crime. This is
not a question of willing or unwilling,
should or should not, but of necessity.”

The whole country is marching to this
music. This is China’s monumental “whole
of society” commitment. In President Xi
Jinping’s words: mobilising the people of
the whole country, the whole army, and the
whole party. China’s mobilisation is
unprecedented in global health history.
Nowhere could it work like it works in
China. And the reason it works relates to
how the party system works.

Itis the same kind of commitment and
mobilisation that the party has been using
to win the battle against poverty since

around 2012, lifting the final 100 million
people out of absolute poverty, coordinat-
ing party leadership and organisations at
central government and five levels of local
government — provincial, municipal,
county, township and village. Similarities
between China’s war on the coronavirus
and its war on poverty are striking.

China’s competence to fight the virus is
exemplified by the country’s unremitting
implementation of its commitment: lock-
ingdown Wuhan, ametropolis of 11 million
people, and other cities, perhaps 60 million

The government
must learn lessons
from the outbreak to
enhance its capacity
for governance

or more people; house-to-house tempera-
ture checks; the party’s grid management
system of social control; postponing the
return to work after the Lunar New Year
break of hundreds of millions of travellers.
The government has also constructed
hospitals of 1,000 beds and more, literally
on green fields and literally in just days;
medical teams from across the country
have rushed to Wuhan, including the
People’s Liberation Army deploying atleast
3,500 medical staff; China’slargest corpora-
tions, especially state-owned enterprises,
are contributing to containment logistics;

and mainland scientists have rapidly
sequenced the virus genome and shared
the data globally.

China’s readiness to change and
improve is a critical part of its governance
system. When I discuss the five or so
primary reasons for China’s remarkable
development over the past four decades, I
always include the party’s willingness,
albeit out of necessity, to admit and correct
errors. Hence, in tracking this virus epic, I
focus on the leadership’s forthright
acknowledgement of “shortcomings and
deficiencies” in the country’s response.

To stop the spread of virulent diseases,
early action is essential. But how to develop
an early warning system? The challenge is
handling an avalanche of information,
from diverse public and private sources
and of variegated and uncertain quality.

On the one hand, who can deny that
false rumours can increase anxiety and
trigger panic, destabilising society? On the
other hand, it has become brutally evident
that suppressing information in the name
of social stability can foment disaster. Early
local efforts to play down the risks of the
coronavirus delayed the response as
contagion mushroomed.

At the beginning of the outbreak, eight
doctors in Wuhan tried to alert authorities
to the truth of the then unknown but
fast-spreading virus, but they were
reprimanded for “publishing untrue
discourse on the internet”. Tragically, one
of them, Li Wenliang, caught the virus and
died, triggering an outpouring of anger and
fury on social media.

Reacting swiftly, the party’s Central
Committee authorised the National
Supervisory Commission, the country’stop

anti-corruption body, to “thoroughly
investigate”.

Astrong, top-down system s effective at
stopping rumours, especially with
advanced IT technologies, but it is deficient
at enabling diverse voices to surface vital
truths about frontline problems early in the
process. President Xi has pledged to rid the
party of “formalism and bureaucratism”.

A potent example is when local officials
fear acting for the well-being of the people,
ashappenedin theinitial stages of the coro-
navirus outbreak, because they have not
received directives from their superiors,
and then, after they do receive directives,
they overreact, because they put satisfying
their superiors over caring for people.

Xi calls for “fighting the outbreak in an
open and transparent manner”. Transpar-
ency is the key. In fact, though there is
complexity in verification, the government
holds daily briefings, updating in precise
geographic detail the number of new
confirmed cases, deaths and recoveries.

China says it will improve its systems of
information collection and feedback, error
correction and decision-making. The
government must learn lessons from the
outbreak to enhance its capacity for
governance. Self-correction, the party says,
isits hallmark.

If so, future historians may well look
upon China’s fight against the coronavirus
as a turning point in worldwide efforts to
contain outbreaks of novel diseases and
stop their spread, which globalisation and
ubiquitous air travel has made vital. History
maywell thank China for pioneeringhowto
deal with virulent contagions in a
globalised world.

Robert Lawrence Kuhn, a public intellectual and
international corporate strategist, won the China
Reform Friendship Medal (2018)

It pays to be cautious when applying to US universities

Lorraine Tong and Court Stroud say many American institutions face an uncertain future

any mainland students see the

United States as an ideal place for

college, despite the current
tension between the two economic
superpowers.

But students and their parents need to
exercise caution. A stark demographic
drop is coming for US colleges. The US
high school population, which has been
declining, will drop significantly by 2026.
This will strain an already financially
stressed industry.

In nine years, the number of US
students attending college is projected to
plunge by 11 per cent or 292,000. In parts of
the US, such as the Northeast
(Massachusetts) and Midwest (Illinois),
schools are already struggling with falling
enrolments due to lower US birth rates.

In the past three years, over 90 non-
profit US colleges have closed, merged
with other colleges or consolidated their
administrations. Middlebury College,
ranked seventh amongliberal arts colleges
in the latest US News and World Report
and with a US$1 billion endowment,
eliminated nearly 150 staff positions by
agreeing to be purchased to close abudget
deficit.

Consulting firm EY-Parthenon predicts
800 colleges are at risk. The College Stress
Test, by Robert Zemsky, Susan Shaman
and Susan Campbell Baldridge, expects 40
per cent of four-year undergraduate
schools to struggle or close.

Credit agencies Standard & Poor’s and
Fitch have issued negative outlooks for US
higher education in the past year. Australia
and Canada hold positive S&P outlooks.

Nathan Grawe, an economist at
Carleton College, developed the Higher
Education Demand Index, which projects
college attendance for two-year, four-year
and elite US universities in his book,
Demographics and Demand for Higher
Education. “The decline is a sizeable
change and willimpact higher ed, barring
any major policy changes,” Grawe says.

Every US state will face drops in
college-bound students, except eight
(Texas, Oklahoma, South Carolina,
Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, Idaho and
Montana). Every national and regional
four-year and two-year school will face
double-digit enrolment declines. Only the
elite top 50 US colleges and universities will
beinsulated.

Given the risks, parents with children
applying to college need to look beyond
rankings, fit, or return on investment on
majors when choosing schools. A
struggling college focused on staying alive
means uncertainty, limited resources and
cuts.

Among the industry debate of “Will
there be animpact?” and “Do parents need
to know?”, some experts are building new
financial assessments on undergraduate
schools.

In May, from their work with the
Massachusetts Board of Education,
EY-Parthenon created the “student
educational resource”, an assessment ofa
school's ability to cover the cost of
educating their admitted students through
to graduation.

Last November, Edmit, a college
advising company, built financial

assessments looking at expenses and
assets of 964 US non-profit colleges and
universities. Edmit agreed not to share the
data after lobbying from the industry and
lawsuit threats by individual schools.

The College Stress Test, coming this
month from Johns Hopkins University
Press, will estimate market viability of
individual four-year undergraduate
schools by looking ata school’s past
revenue.

Given the risks,
parents with
children applying to
college need to look
beyond rankings

Butinternational parents need to do
their own homework, especially those
spendingalarge portion of their family’s
annual income on tuition.

Like any investor, it will be important to
look ataschool’s current financial
condition and assess howwell it is run for
future viability. As a start, here are three
areas and specific metrics commonly
tracked by schools.

First, how good is the college at their
core function(s) of teaching and/or
research? If they are poorly run in key
functions, they are likely to be poorly run

administratively. Look at the following for
the school overall and by major/college:
graduation rates, retention rates, teaching
scores, number of books and articles
published recently, research funding and
per cent of external funding.

External fundingis a quick measure on
how competitive research and approaches
are.

Second, how effective is the schoolin
getting students to their goal of discovering
acareer, getting an advanced degree, or
getting ajob in their desired country?

Lookat the percentage of students
using career services, satisfaction rates,
and the percentage of students graduating
with ajob or accepted to graduate school.
Schools should publish these numbers so
be wary of any place that does not.

Third, examine a school’s annual
reports, which covers financials, risks and
future plans. What percentage of revenues
is tuition? Are there other revenue sources/
assets? How consistent is it? Is the school
covering its costs? What is its future
strategy and does it have specific goals and
plans? Lastly, read the school newspaper,
which is often the first to report on issues.

As Grawe said, “When my 17-year-old
was looking at colleges this year, I found
myself much more interested in college
financials. It's an investment.”

Lorraine Tong is a marketing strategist to
Fortune 500 multinational companies and
start-ups. Previously, she was the director of
digital and innovation at the University of Texas
at Austin. She holds an MBA from the Wharton
School of the University of Pennsylvania.

Court Stroud lives in New York City, where

he works as a writer and consultant. Heisan
MBA graduate of the Harvard Business School

One overlooked
fact about those
cross-border trips

Bernard Chan says thousands of
Hongkongers go back and forth
from the mainland every day and
even government critics accept we
cannot just switch off flow of goods

HongKongin 2018 (the latest year for which we

have figures). Around 250 million of these trips
were overland to and from the mainland, and the rest
were by air or sea to and from all over the world.

Even during slow periods, that’s hundreds of
thousands of arrivals and departures every day. The
majority of these trips are made by Hong Kong
residents. They include large numbers who live across
the border and commute here every day. There are
local truck drivers, local people who have retired to
Guangdong and are visiting family here, and locals
visiting the mainland for business or pleasure.

This is the day-to-day reality of integration between
HongKong and the mainland.

A deep misunderstanding of this cross-border
travel has become clear in recent weeks, as fears spread
about the coronavirus epidemic and various groups
demanded that the government essentially seal off the
city from the mainland.

Some of these calls are probably politically
motivated. There is also some anti-mainland
sentiment, although more than 85 per cent of those
crossing the border are Hongkongers who pose exactly
the same health risk as mainlanders. ButI am sure
many people supporting thisidea are sincere.

The World Health Organisation and other
authorities have doubts about the effectiveness of
travel bans and quarantines. Some experts think they
can do more harm than good. Butlet’s leave that aside.

Itis simply not feasible for Hong Kong to
completely shut its borders. Even many government
critics accept that we cannot just switch off the flow of
food and other goods coming in from the mainland.

There are administrative issues. To reduce
passenger flow and tighten health screening, the
government closed off six checkpoints with Shenzhen
onJanuary 30. Such closures have to be coordinated on
bothsides.

There are issues of fairness with regard to
discriminating against mainland visitors: for example,
it can mean keeping families apart. And, under the
Basic Law, Hong Kong residents cannot be barred from
entering or exiting.

The government would
be failing in its duty if it
overreacted and caused
unnecessary alarm

N early 330 million passengers came in and out of

On February 8, the government took far tougher
measures —closing all but three checkpoints and
requiring a 14-day quarantine on anyone arriving from
the mainland. The result has been a massive reduction
in the number of passengers coming in from the
mainland. But even with far lower numbers of arrivals,
the mandatory quarantine brings new problems.

Officials are struggling to find suitable sites to
isolate possible infected cases, especially as local
communities are resistant to the idea of a quarantine
facility in their neighbourhood.

Meanwhile, critics complain that a quarantine on
residents relies to some extent on an honour system.
Despite the threat of legal penalties and a system of
spot checks, there is no reasonable way to be totally
sure such individuals stay in their homes for 14 days.

Realistically, it is difficult to see how the
government could have acted very differently. As it s,
the measures have caused disruption, and officials
have been stretched by the quarantine.

Comparisons with Macau are misleading, as that
city is far smaller than Hong Kong—but it has also not
closed its border, and it also has a large workforce
commuting there every day.

Most of all, we must try to keep all thisin
perspective. The government’s measures go much
further than anything we saw during Sars in 2003.

And the government would be failing in its duty if it
overreacted and caused unnecessary alarm. As the
panic buying of rice and toilet paper shows, some
citizens are nervous enough. Imagine the impact on
public morale if - for example — the government
physically locked hundreds of people in their own
homes. Would we see residents fleeing their estates, or
thousands of expatriates packing up and leaving?

Itmay be tempting to use this issue as a weapon
against an unpopular administration. But it is far more
helpful to the community if we all stay calm and
rational, and get through this crisis together.

Bernard Chan is convenor of Hong Kong’s Executive Council

Thousands of travellers, mostly Hongkongers, arrive at
Lo Wu station before the crossing is shut. Photo: AFP
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BBC World News
President Xi Jinping-NPC Closing Session

Robert Lawrence Kuhn
March 20, 2018

HOST: Well joining me now
from Beijing is Dr. Robert
Lawrence Kuhn, advisor to
the Chinese government and
author of the book How
Chinese Leaders Think.
Thanks so much for joining us
here on the program. Usually
the NPC is seen as sort of a
choreographed event: we
know what to expect. But
this time it felt very different.

RLK: It certainly was
different. You have to look at
this year’s National People’s
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CNN’S AMANPOUR - May 29, 2013
President Xi Jinping to meet President Barack Obama

Interview with Dr. Robert Lawrence Kuhn,
long-time adviser to China’s leaders.

http://edition.cnn.com/video/#/video/world/2013/05/29/exp-race-china-us-amanpour.cnn

CHRISTIANE AMANPOUR, CNN HOST: Good evening.
I'm Christiane Amanpour. There may officially be only one
superpower today, but another is rapidly advancing. The
United States and China jockey for position at the pinnacle of
the world in what might just be called a race to the top. So
how will the first tete-a-tete go between their leaders, the two
most powerful men on Earth, U.S. President Barack Obama
and China's leader, Xi Jinping, will meet just over a week
from now in an informal setting at the aptly named
Sunnylands Estate just outside Los Angeles. China is
anxious and angry about Obama's much-touted “pivot” to
Asia and about what China perceives to be the U.S. siding
with Japan over disputed islands in the East China Sea. The
United States, for its part, has a laundry list of concerns,
everything from alleged Chinese hacking of even its most
sensitive military secrets to its influence over North Korea
and Pyongyang's nuclear saber-rattling. President Xi says the
U.S.-China relationship is at a crucial juncture and he says
that he wants to forge, "a new type of great power
relationship." So what exactly will that look like? We need
to know because this may just be the most important
relationship in the world today. And in a moment, I will dig
deeper with Robert Lawrence Kuhn, a long-time adviser to
China's leaders.

AMANPOUR: Robert Lawrence Kuhn has tremendous
insight into China's leaders. He's a long-time adviser to the
Chinese government; he's met President Xi several times and
he's the author of the book, "How China's Leaders Think."
That is a big title. Welcome to the studio.




Fareed Zakaria GPS

“Xi Jinping: The Governance of China”

Robert Lawrence Kuhn
October 5, 2014

FZ: What in the world is the leader of the second
largest economy on the planet thinking? That’s a
question many would love to know the answer to,
but in a closed, secretive society, like China, it’s
all but impossible to know. He rarely gives
interviews, and the press in China is far from free.
But now we have something to look at. Chinese
President Xi Jinping has a new book, entitled The
Governance of China, and it’s aiming for
worldwide impact. State media there reports that
the book has been published in nine languages:
Chinese, English, French, Russian, Arabic,
Spanish, Portuguese, German and Japanese.

My next guest, Robert Lawrence Kuhn, says it is a
milestone. Kuhn has advised the Chinese
government for twenty-five years, and is the
author of How China’s Leaders Think. Welcome.

KUHN: Pleasure to be here.

FZ: First, give us a sense of who this man is for
our viewers. Who is Xi Jinping, and why is he a
little different from China’s ordinary leaders?

KUHN: Xi Jinping has been involved in all aspects
of what makes China today. His father was one of
the founders of the country, truly a great
revolutionary and a great reformer in the early
days. Xi Jinping graduated from Tsinghua
University [‘China’s MIT’], with a degree in
chemical engineering. Then he went through
more than two decades working at the local level.
Starting in a county, and then a city, Xiamen,
working his way up for many years in Fujian
province, becoming the governor. Then for five
years Xi was the Party Secretary of, the number
one official responsible for, Zhejiang province,
which is the center of entrepreneurship in China.
So that gives him a great sense of business. And
that was when I first met Xi Jinping, actually, in
2005, and then again in 2006, seeing him doing
the real work of running a province, a local area.

President Xi is a person, when you see him, who
is unassuming; he’s big, he has a strong presence
in a room, but you feel very comfortable with
him. He doesn’t put on airs, he’s very warm and
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Last word

The msider with an outside view

STRATEGIST, BANKER AND AUTHOR HAS INTIMATE KNOWLEDGE OF CHINA — AND ITS LEADERS

By ANDREW MOODY
andrewmoody @chinadaily.com.cn

obert Lawrence Kuhn says
the West often doesn’t
understand the Chinese
leadership’s key priorities
for China. The 67-year-old American
is seen by many as one of the few
figures outside the world’s second-
largest economy who actually does.

He is regarded as a knowledgeable
insider, having been an adviser to
a number of leading Chinese bod-
ies since the late-1980s and knowing
many of the country’s top political
figures personally.

“There is rarely alignment between
what topics China’s leaders think are
important about China and what
the world thinks,” says Kuhn, also
an international corporate strate-
gist and investment banker. “Under-
standing China requires knowing the
difference.”

He was speaking recently in the
five-star Grand Hyatt hotel in central
Beijing, which is his home for 90 days
a year. The rest of the time he divides
between his three homes in the Unit-
ed States and traveling elsewhere.

“They treat me very well here.
Even when I travel around China, I
keep a room here,” he says.

The hotel is well placed near to
China’s seat of government around
Tian’anmen Square where he has an
extensive network of contacts.

His latest book, How China’s Lead-
ers Think: The Inside Story of China’s
Past, Current and Future Leaders,
which is now out in paperback and
more than 500 pages, goes into
extensive detail about those who
have the responsibility for shaping
modern China.

Kuhn, who cuts a dapper figure,
says many in the West often have an
outdated view about modern Chi-
nese leaders.

“The reality is that China’s leaders
are meritocratic,” he says.

“Many have strong academic back-
grounds from top universities and
all have significant experience, often
having run two or more provinces or
major municipalities as Party secre-
tary, governor or mayor.”

Kuhn, who is also a new China
Daily columnist, is much in demand
from major news organizations
around the world, including TV
appearances on BBC, CNBC, Eurone-
ws and Bloomberg TV, and says he
has had complete freedom to express
his opinions.

“I have written three books about
China, dozens of articles and col-
umns; I've produced two major TV
documentaries about China and
given scores of media interviews —
and never has anyone in China even
requested to censor anything I've
published or broadcast outside of
China,” he says.

Some in the West, however, have
accused him of being too much of an
insider and not giving the full picture
about China because he was too close
to the leadership.

Robert Lawrence Kuhn says China's growth is good for the world, but it cannot save the world.

“I deem it vital, considering Chi-
na’s importance in the world, that
China’s leaders become more known
to the world, and known not just via
sound-bites and photo ops, but by
seeing them up-close as real people
— hearing their own words, listen-
ing to their stories, getting their ways
of thinking. I'm pleased to facilitate
some of this,” he says.

“I also offer my own analysis. As
for my accuracy and understand-
ing, readers or viewers can judge for
themselves.”

Kuhn, who was born in New York,
began his career as a scientist. After
studying biology at John Hopkins
University, he did a doctorate in
anatomy and brain research at the
University of California at Los Ange-
les in the 1960s. Brain science and
consciousness remain major inter-
ests of his.

His first involvement in China was
through the scientific community in
the late-1980s when he worked with
scientists reforming China’s research
and technology base. He received an
invitation from Song Jian, then a
State councilor and chairman of the
State Science and Technology Com-
mission.

At the time he was developing a
parallel business career and became
president of The Geneva Companies,
a leading US mergers and acquisi-
tions company, which he eventually

sold to Citigroup in 2000.

At the same time he was cement-
ing links with leading business and
political figures in China.

His organization, The Kuhn Foun-
dation, with CCTV (China Central
Television), produced the documen-
tary In Search of China for PBS in the
US, which was broadcast in 2000.

He is now working on a new five-
part series China’s Challenges, which
will be broadcast in China in the
autumn and syndicated to PBS sta-
tions in the US next year.

Perhaps Kuhn’s most significant
project was writing a biography of
former president Jiang Zemin, which
was the best-selling book in China
in 2005.

How China’s Leaders Think was
based on interviews with more than
100 leading Chinese political figures,
some of whom he has known for
more than a decade.

“I know many personally and have
worked with several for a number of
years. When you hear them speak
over a period of time, it gives you
a sense of their personalities and
character as well as their intellec-
tual capabilities, leadership style and
political progress,” he says.

Kuhn sometimes likes to invoke
humor to explain why there is some-
times friction between Chinese and
American leaders.

“Some people think it is because

FENG YONGBIN / CHINA DAILY

of ideological, historical or cultural
reasons that we have communica-
tion problems. As I once pointed out,
perhaps it’s because China’s leaders,
the members of the Politburo Stand-
ing Committee, were trained as engi-
neers, and most American politicians
were trained as lawyers. Maybe the
problem is that lawyers and engi-
neers can’t talk to one another!”

Kuhn says the main focus in the
West is often the Chinese economy
and whether it will continue to
motor ahead.

“China should have 10 to 20 more
years of what we should still call rela-
tively high growth, driven by con-
tinuing the country’s unprecedented
urbanization and modernization.

“Growth rates will naturally ease
from reform’s historic averages —
probably to 6 to 8 percent per annum
— which is less than we are used to,
but which may be optimal because
China can more effectively deal with
its most severe problems, particu-
larly economic and social imbalances
and sustainable development.

“However, China’s economy is frag-
ile, vulnerable to exogenous shock.
China’s growth is good for the world,
but it cannot ‘save the world’” he
says.

Kuhn says there is often a dan-
ger of China being misrepresented
because it is seen through a narrow
perspective.

ROBERT LAWRENCE
KUHN

International corporate strategist,
investment banker, senior adviser
to multinational corporations and
author

Age: 67

Education:

« Bachelor's degree in human biology,
Johns Hopkins University, 1964

* PhD inanatomy and brain research,
University of California at Los Angeles,
1968

» Master of sciences in management,
MIT Sloan School of Management,
1980

Career:

* President and co-owner of The Ge-
neva Companies, a US leading mergers
and acquisitions company (sold to
Citigroup in 2001)

+ Chairman, The Kuhn Foundation,
which produces documentaries on
scientific and philosophical questions
as well as on Chinaissues

« Author of The Man Who Changed
China: The Life and Legacy of Jiang Ze-
minand How China’s Leaders Think, as
well as 25 books on business strategy,
finance and investment banking

Books: The Inflationary Universe: The
Quest for a New Theory of Cosmic
Origins by Alan H. Guth, Lake Views:
This World and the Universe by Steven
L. Weinberg, The Coherence of Theism
by Richard Swinburne, and Infinite
Minds: A Philosophical Cosmology by
John Leslie. Books on consciousness
by John R. Searle, David J. Chalmers
and Colin McGinn.

Film: Khachaturian (2003, directed by
Peter Rosen; Dora Serviarian-Kuhn,
executive producer)

Music: Piano Concerto in D-flat Major
by Aram Khachaturian (1903-78) played
by Kuhn's wife Dora Serviarian-Kuhn

Food: “| eat tofu all the time. | appreci-
ate the unbelievably different textures.”

“Western media takes China’s very
real problems and reports them as if
they were, say, 80 percent of China’s
story. I take the same problems —
which are genuine and often intrac-
table — and they consist of, say, 35
percent of my work,” he says.

“It is not that Western media is
conspiratorially biased or always
anti-China, it is that they often do
not provide proper and sufficient
context,” he says.

Huang Tiantian, Dong Fangyu and
Zheng Yibing contributed to this story.
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