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Google Translate

"China's Targeted Poverty Alleviation is an extraordinary story"
(Journey to the Great Road)

Our reporter Li Zhiwei
"People's Daily" (page 03, April 28, 2022)

"China's development is an astonishing, epic story, and it is the greatest change
experienced by a large developing country with a population of more than 1.4 billion."
Robert Kuhn, chairman of the Kuhn Foundation of the United States, viewed China's
development in this way. He has long been committed to telling the world about the
real China he has seen and felt. In an interview with this reporter, Kuhn said that
"President Xi Jinping has given me a lot of inspiration and advice" on the matter of
telling Chinese stories well, and it is precisely from the series of new ideas, new
concepts and ideas put forward by President Xi Jinping in the practice of state
governance that Kuhn felt the sense of Chinese stories.

In December 2018, at the celebration of the 40th anniversary of reform and opening
up, Kuhn received the China Reform Friendship Medal from President Xi Jinping. "When
I walked to the center of the stage, President Xi Jinping smiled and extended his hand
to shake my hand. During the group photo session, President Xi Jinping shook hands
with me again, encouraging me to tell the world a good story about China," Kuhn
recalled.

"I have always regarded this medal as an honor, but its symbolism is more important
than my receiving it." Kuhn believes that in today's diverse world, in every matter of
global importance, China is playing an increasingly important role — and. therefore, "it
is crucial to tell the true story of China, to tell the dynamism, richness and complexity
of China."

Kuhn recalled that he first met Xi Jinping, then secretary of the Zhejiang Provincial
Party Committee, in 2005. In 2006, Kuhn met Xi again in New York. "At that time, we
were helping to organize the 'Zhejiang Week' co-hosted by Zhejiang Province and New
Jersey. I felt his focus on economic development and entrepreneurship, as well as on
international trade."

Kuhn is the author of "China 30 Years: A Great Change in Human Society” [Chinese]
and “How Chinese Leaders Think” [English]. In his observation and writing, Kuhn
deeply realized that President Xi Jinping's governing philosophy is consistent. "The
issues that President Xi Jinping has repeatedly emphasized, such as poverty
alleviation, common prosperity, innovation, environmental protection, etc., are closely
related to the policies he emphasized when he worked in Zhejiang. His consistency is
strong."

In October 2014, Kuhn participated in the multilingual world premiere of the book "Xi
Jinping: The Governance of China" at the Frankfurt Book Fair in Germany. He said the



"unprecedented book" was a milestone, presenting President Xi Jinping's political
philosophy and conveying his way of thinking to the world.

Kuhn was particularly impressed by two of President Xi Jinping's speeches. The first
speech was in September 2015, when President Xi Jinping delivered a speech to
American business leaders in Seattle, "CNN invited me to comment on the speech live.
Listening to the speech, I felt that President Xi Jinping attached great importance to
economic development. The second speech was President Xi Jinping's speech at the
2019 celebration of the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of
China. "At that time, I was a commentator for Chinese and foreign media in
Tiananmen Square. President Xi Jinping emphasized in his speech that we must adhere
to the leadership of the Communist Party of China, adhere to the principle of 'peaceful
reunification, one country, two systems', and adhere to the path of peaceful
development. His words were firm and powerful, which resonated widely at the scene
and was inspiring [to the people]."

Over the years, Kuhn has been paying close attention to President Xi Jinping's ideology
and the various policies implemented by the Chinese government, and he has written a
large number of articles on themes such as the "Four Comprehensives" strategic
vision, five development concepts, targeted poverty alleviation, common prosperity,
and the whole process of people's democracy. "All of these articles are new ways for
China to meet challenges, and all are vivid Chinese stories."

"China's targeted poverty alleviation is an extraordinary story. Over the past 40 years,
China has brought hundreds of millions of people living in poverty out of poverty. What
impresses me most is President Xi Jinping's words: 'Poverty alleviation has always
been an important part of my work, and I have spent more energy on poverty
alleviation than on anything else.” Kuhn believes that no country's leader has made
such a huge effort in poverty alleviation as President Xi Jinping.

At the beginning of 2020, the new crown pneumonia [COVID-19] epidemic came
suddenly. [Even at the outset.] Kuhn was convinced that China would contain the fast-
spreading outbreak. "I have seen striking similarities between China's epidemic
prevention and control battle and China's poverty alleviation battle. With the firm
commitment and leadership of President Xi Jinping, and the strong mobilization,
organization and coordination capabilities of the Chinese Communist Party. from the
central to the local levels, China would definitely overcome the epidemic.”

Kuhn said that starting from the purpose of promoting regional and global
development, President Xi Jinping proposed to jointly build the "Belt and Road" and put
forward the overall vision of promoting the building of a community with a shared
future for humankind. These ideas and practices are crucial to the future of mankind.
Countries around the world should work together to turn the vision into reality. "I will
continue to observe China and tell the ‘Chinese miracle’," Kuhn said.
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